SEPTEMBER
14th
15th
15th
16th
17th
18th
22nd

State Schools
Spectacular Rehearsal
State Schools
Spectacular Rehearsal
Foundation Como House
Excursion
State Schools
Spectacular
Working Bee—1.004.00pm
PTA Meeting—9.00am in
the Staffroom
Last day of Term 3—

Learning
Enrichment
Schedule

2.30pm dismissal

OCTOBER
9th
16th
17th
21st
26th

First day of Term 4
Level 1/2—Wild Action In
School Activity
2018 Foundation
Transition
Activity—2.30pm
PTA Trivia Night
2018 Prep Transition
Activity—2.30pm

NOVEMBER
10th
11th
14th
15th
16th
17th
21st
22nd
30th

Spring Shindig
Working Bee
2018 Foundation
Transition
Activity—2.30pm
Level 5/6 Camp
Level 5/6 Camp
Level 5/6 Camp
Hillsfest Film
Competition
2018 Foundation
Information Night 7.00pm
Japanese Day

This coming Saturday 16th September, 15 of our students will be performing at Hisense
Arena, as part of the Mass Dance Troupe in the Victorian State Schools Spectacular.
Congratulations to everyone involved! We are extremely proud of you!!

DECEMBER
1st

20th
21st
22nd

Teddy Bear Picnic 2018
Foundation Students
Year 6 Graduation
Big Day Out
Final Assembly 12:45pm
Last Day of Term 4 1:30pm dismissal

Welcome to the final edition of our newsletter for Term Two.
Thank you to everyone for your positive feedback regarding the new layout of
our newsletter. It has been very pleasing to receive comments from students
who are reading the newsletter and celebrating learning achievements, with
both their families and teachers. This fortnight’s edition is full of exciting news
and events from around our school and highlights a number of significant
student achievements.
I cannot believe how quickly time has flown by. My role as Acting Principal
throughout Term Three has been a leadership role which I have thoroughly
enjoyed. We have an amazing school community and I look forward to creating
meaningful partnerships and learning opportunities for our students over the
coming years. For details regarding the appointment of a Substantive Principal,
please refer to the attached article from Nick Orr, our School Council
President.
At the beginning of Term Three, we set our school the goal of providing our
students with improved physical resources. Please refer to the summary below.

Phone: (03) 9757 0200
Fax: (03) 9757 0299
upwey.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.upweysthps.vic.edu.au
91 Morris Rd Upwey VIC 3158

What facilities upgrades have been achieved in Term Three:
 replacement of all guttering and downpipes on the main building
 replacement of leaking fire service at front of school and concreting of
entrance path
 servicing of sink hole at front of school, and smoothing of trip hazards
 servicing of gas mains
 servicing of basketball backboards, including replacement with new rings
and backboards
 installation of pinboards in main building
 installation of glass doors on staffroom and Principal office
 relocation and upgrading of First Aid facilities
Continued over page...

Monday
Chess
 all ages (lunch)
Advanced Art
 Yr 5-6 students (lunch)
Sustainability Club
 all ages (lunch)
Tuesday
Book Club
 all ages (lunch)
Cleaning Pride Club
 all ages (lunch)
Wednesday
Footy Round Robin
 Yr 5-6 students (lunch)
Yoga
 all ages (after school)
Volleyball Training
 Yr 5-6 students
Thursday
Breakfast Club
 all ages (before school)
Advanced Origami
 Yr 3-6 students (lunch)
School Choir
 Yr 2-6 students (lunch)
Book Club
 all ages (lunch)
Friday
Glee Club
 enrolled students (lunch)
*Instrumental Music Tuition
occurs each day– all ages

Operation Hours
Before School Care
7:00am - 9:00am
After School Care
3:30pm - 6:30pm
Holiday Program
7:00am - 6:30pm
www.extend.com.au
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What facilities upgrades have been achieved in Term Three cont’d:
 relocation of the Literacy Support Program in the Junior Building
 purchasing of new seating for the Junior Learning area
 upgrading of planter boxes in the community vegetable garden
What facilities upgrades are planned to occur over the holiday break:
School holiday periods are one of the busiest times for schools, as it is during this break that we have multiple contractors on-site undertaking works
which cannot be completed during normal school hours. For this holiday break, the following works are planned:









relocation of the Out of School Hours Care Service (Extend) from the old house to the Lifelong Learning Centre
servicing and installation of new roller shutters on the gymnasium in preparation for bushfire season
new carpet to be laid in the main corridor outside of the administration and specialist classes
painting of external seating for students
installation of the Advanced Art Club mural at the front entrance of the school
installation of the Outdoor Chalkboard for the junior playground
line marking for disabled parking at the Morris Road carpark
additional planting of trees to support “National Tree Planting Day” on Monday 18th September.

As you can see from the above upgrades, School Council are committed to providing our students with an improved physical learning environment.
Thank you for a wonderful term and please enjoy the term break with family and friends. I look forward to learning alongside you in Term Four and
beyond.
Damien Kitch
Acting Principal

Celebrating “tiger fever” on our Walkathon and Footy Day
last Friday.

Congratulations 1/2G for winning our PTA Silver Coin
Challenge. Your class raised a total of $114.50
Year 5-6 students applying teamwork during Hooptime
last Thursday.

Year 1-2 students performing their
own composition at assembly last
Monday, titled “Let it Rock!”

Teddy Bears Pyjama Evening for our 2018 Foundation
Students, held last Wednesday.

Quotes about our recent assemblies:
Ruby 1/2G– Yoga looks so challenging but also looks like lots of fun.
Ella 1/2G- I really liked the music performances. I liked Jess’ keyboard performance, as it was a song that everyone
knew.
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September 11th 2017
Dear Families,

As Upwey South Primary School Council President, I am pleased to announce that Damien Kitch has accepted the position of
Principal at our school starting in Term Four of this year.
All government school principals are employed directly by the Department of Education (DET), and as with all DET positions
there is one more step in the official process, a review period for fourteen days starting today. The position is confirmed when
the Merit Protection Board advises either that no review has been lodged or that any review has been resolved, so until that
time, the appointment is considered provisional.
After the appeal period closes, confirmation of the substantive Principal will be sent to the school. So in the first week back of
Term Four an official welcome to the new Principal will be made.
I would like to thank the other members of school council for the assistance in this process, and in particular Rhonda Burge as
parent representative on the panel, Gary Monopoli as the staff rep, and Clare Butterworth for admin assistance. Thanks also to
all the staff for their input as well.
I would also like to thank Damien for applying for the position. With our review period for the school’s Strategic Plan about
to start, it is a very exciting time for our school, and we have a lot to look forward to.
I think all parents and staff would agree that Damien has brought a fresh approach to Upwey South Primary School and has
achieved some fantastic positive results in just the term so far.

Regards,

Nicholas Orr
Upwey South School Council President
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We would like to share with you about our dancing achievement.
On Sunday 3rd September we entered a ReadySetDance Studios Dance
Competition. We entered the “Create your Own Choreography” Section. As
this was our first ever dance competition, we were feeling excited as we had
been practicing our routine for eight weeks.
We danced to Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off” and the highlights of our
choreography included:
 tap dancing, cartwheels and other mind-bending moves!
Some comments we received from the judges were “Amazing tap dancing,
fabulous stretch legs when leaping and great confidence!”.
We are very proud of ourselves. Our next goal is to include some hip-hop in our next routine!

This Saturday 16th September, 15 of our students will be performing at Hisense Arena, as part of the Mass
Dance Troupe in the Victorian State Schools Spectacular.

“Students from over 200
schools will be participating

As a school, we are very proud of the confidence, commitment and resilience which our students have
demonstrated over the last six months of rehearsals.
In the lead-up to this weekend’s event, some of our performers have shared their feelings below:

in the 2017 show, in front of
an audience of over 15,000
people.”

“I really love the uniforms and the jackets which we have been given
to wear”.
“I think that performing in front of a large audience will be an
amazing experience.”
“My parents are really proud of me and can’t wait to see the show.”
“We have been doing a lot of rehearsing every Thursday and Friday,
but it has been so much fun. Dancing with ‘jazz hands’ is one of my
favourite parts.”
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Student

Class

Positive Learning Behaviour

Fern Mc

FP

Working hard during writing to correctly form her letters

Alisha G

FR

Working hard to develop her understanding of subtraction

Patrick H

1/2G

A great effort in writing and spelling last week

Taya H

1/2G

Some great work with the topic ‘Time’

Tess R

1/2J

Being an inquiring learner at out excursion and showing respect to the guide

Olive K

1/2W

Being a wonderful ambassador for our school and showing the three R’s while on our
excursion

Angie P

3/4D

Being a fantastic classmate who is always willing to help others out

Aria S

3/4E

Thinking of others and raising funds for cerebral palsy

Zac F

3/4H

Being a responsible class member and leading his peers through respectful behaviour

Lianna M

3/4H

Showing an increased awareness in sharing her thoughts and findings

Amelia P

5/6H

Always setting a wonderful example with her work in writing lessons, completing all gift
book entries to and exceptional standard

Rhiannon C

5/6O

Her caring and kind attitude towards others

Aria 3/4E and Kye 5/6M: for taking the time to raise money for Steptember.
Olive– 1/2J: for writing an amazing timeline about the recent “Gulf Station” excursion.
Brendan– 3/4E: for writing a a great piece titled “Why the Library is a great place to learn”.
Anthony- 3/4D: for writing an Australiana ballad poem about stereotypical views of Australian animals.

Congratulations to these students for challenging themselves as learners.
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The “Captain’s Wrap” is a selection of important learning achievements and initiatives that
have occurred in our school over the last fortnight.
In each edition of the newsletter we will hear from a different school leader, as they
demonstrate how effective student leadership makes a difference to learning.
This week’s contribution is from Hannelore and Ryan
In this edition I am interviewing Kye (5/6M) and Aria (3/4E),
who have decided to raise money for the charity “Steptember”
https://www.steptember.org.au/
Kye & Aria are selling ‘slime’ at recess time and have guess how many lollies are in the jar.
A small tub of slime is 50c and a large tab is $1
Guessing the number of lollies in the jar is $1

An interview with Kylie Orr will be in the next edition of the Lyrebird Word

Abigail P, Anthony T, Jake B, Caleb U, Emily Mc, Lachlan C &
Will F

Is it your birthday? With parent permission, students may wear casual clothing to school to make their birthday even more special.
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Celebrating an Amazing Student
Achievement
Congratulations Angelica (3/4D) for
living our school value of
Responsibility
Angelica recently made the decision
to enter an art competition through
our Out of School Hours Care
Provider, Extend.
The competition set entrants the
learning task of creating an art piece
using the sentence frame ‘Extend
is….’.
Angelica presented her artwork on a
canvas, which she worked on for a
considerable amount of time.

The result was an amazing art piece reflecting how Angelica feels about the OSHC
program at our school.
Following online voting over the month of August, Angelica was recently announced
the “Senior Entry National Winner”.
As the national winner, Angelica will receive a $200 Toys R’ Us voucher, which she
is already planning to give back and purchase resources for our school’s Extend
Program.
Angelica would like to pass on the following message to our school community:

Dear Friends, Extend , Teachers, and our School
Community,
Thank you so much for supporting me and voting for
me . Without you, this would not have been possible .
I’m grateful for my wonderful community.
Sincerely,

Angelica 3/4D
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The Locker Room: PE and Sport Report
Boronia/Sherbrooke District Athletics
Last Thursday 47 Upwey South Students went to Knox Athletics Track to participate in the Sherbrook/Boronia District Athletics Carnival. We had
some excellent results across the whole day and managed to finish 5th Overall. Congratulations to the students below who placed in their event
Charlotte Lincoln 3rd
1500m (10 year old girls)
Brooke Rhodes 3rd 100m
(10 year old girls)
Rhiannon Carrol 3rd High
Jump (10 year old girls)
10 year old Girls 4X100m
relay (Bonnie Fahie,
Brooke Rhodes, Angie
Pentogenis and Erin
Pearce)
Connor Wilson 2nd High
Jump and 3rd in Triple
Jump (11 year old boys)
Harrison Censi 2nd 100m
and 2nd 800m (11 year old
boys)
Georgia Birch 2nd High
Jump (11 year old girls)
Alli De Hoogd 3rd Shot Put
(11 year old girls)

A huge thank you to Gary Monopoli, Cristina Lowe, Rachel Garnish and Justin Scicluna for assisting the team on the day. It was also great to see
many parents attending throughout the day.
It was a pleasure to work with our students from grades 3-6. They demonstrated excellent sportsmanship, participated in their events
enthusiastically and represented our school with pride. We were able to compete at a high level and everyone on demonstrated a desire to give
their best effort.
Well done to everyone!
Grade 5/6 Hooptime
On Monday 11th September the Grade 5/6 students participated in the Hooptime Basketball Tournament at Dandenong Basketball Stadium.
Congratulations to Upwey South Stars (Jude, Connor, Jacob, Lili, Georgia, Caleb and Will F) who won the Future Stars competition. A huge thank
you to Nina Totzek, Cameron Davison, Lachlan Dowell and Harrison Polwarth who assisted by coaching teams on the day. Our students
represented our school beautifully, demonstrating fantastic sportsmanship and a willingness to give things a go.
Have fun, be active enjoy life.

Mr H
Sport Co-Ordinator
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WHAT IS THE PTA?

The Parent-Teachers Association (PTA) is a volunteer group of parents and staff, who promote parent involvement within our school community. It is a positive way
to bring new ideas and initiatives to the school. The PTA fundraise for extra items around the school that are not generally funded by the Department of Education.
These items are chosen because they enhance the school grounds or benefit the learning environments for children and teachers.
Volunteers are always welcome!

PTA EVENTS

Silver Coin Challenge
A very big thankyou to everyone for their participation in the silver coin challenge. Many people obviously searched high and low for coins – there was a lot of
weight in those 12 milk bottles!. $542 was raised for our school. The winner of the competition was……1/2G – the class raised $114.50, and the PTA will organize
a celebration for them on Friday.
3/4H $82.75, 1/2W: $58.20, 3/4D: $55.55, 1/2J: $51.90, Staff: $44.10, 3/4E: $29.60, 5/6M: $27.40, FP: $26.70, 5/6O: $23.85, FR: $16.45, 5/6H: $11.00

Trivia Night
Another big fundraiser of the school year. Please put the 21st October in your diaries. We are mixing it up this year and having electronic buzzers instead of all that
paperwork! Quick, fun and environmentally-friendly. More information to follow.
HELP!
If you work for a business or know a business that could donate goods or services for silent auctions or door prizes, please let us know. The more we have available
to sell, the more money the school makes, not to mention the more bargains you can scoop up on the night!
In addition, businesses or families can sponsor a table, or sponsor a round of trivia.
Class Donations
Each year, we ask classes to donate an item so we can make up a hamper to sell at the silent auction.
Tickets for the trivia night will go on sale, from the office, 1st September. Please join us for a fun night raising money towards school projects.
This week students will receive a notice requesting donations for hampers (to be used as silent auction items). Classes have been assigned different themes:
FP
FR
1/2G
1/2J
1/2W
3/4D
3/4E
3/4H
5/6H
5/6M
5/6O

Parties
Baking
Movie Night
Games, Puzzles & Books
Arts & Crafts
Stationery
Sports/Beach/Outdoors
Gardening or Pampering
Cleaning
Chocolate
Afternoon Tea

There is a basket at the office for other donations.
Please bring in what you can by end of term.

Tickets are now on sale through the
office ($25/head) – add your name
to a table (listed on the pinboard
opposite the office). Please join us
for a fun night raising money
towards school projects.

Ideas, donations or offers of help? Please contact:
PTA President, Katy (stevensonkaty@hotmail.com)
Office Manager, Janette
(clarke.janette.j@edumail.vic.gov.au)
Many thanks for your continued support of the PTA
fundraisers!
From the PTA.

9

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILTY

RESILIENCE

Do you love Singing and Dancing? Are you in Year 3 to 6?
Glee Club has returned! These classes will be led by Singing teacher Amaris Lee.
No prior experience is required. 16 students maximum.
Glee Club—An A Capella Vocal Ensemble
Music will range from feel-good vibes, large musical numbers, small ensemble works and eccentric songs in different languages. It is vocally
challenging and all members will create different sounds in order to mould a larger musical number. The songs will be focused more on sound
than visual.
How Do I Join?
Take this form home for your parents to fill in.
Hand your completed form into the office.
More Information
Rehearsals will be from 1:40pm until 2:20pm during lunchtime on Fridays.
Choir will be moved to Thursday so you can participate in both.
There is a free trial session in Week 9, on Tuesday 15th September. Regular classes will begin in Week 1, Term 4.
There is a cost of $5 per student per session, to be paid termly.
For further information, call Jordan Scotney on
0408 881 395 or email groovefoundations@gmail.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Glee Club Enrolment Form
Parent’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Child’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________ Class: ____________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone Contact: _____________________________________________________________________
Please return completed form to the School Office and Jordan will contact you directly.

Tree Planting Day
On Monday the 18th September USPS will be hosting a Tree Planting
Day. Each student will be planting 1 native plant in an allocated area,
which will not only enhance our school grounds but will also help
sustain our local environment.
Thank you to Rowan Millar for sourcing and caring for the plants.
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MOLLIE OSHC: 0487700024

SPRING HOLIDAY PROGRAM BOOKINGS ARE OPEN!
Book 14 days in advance to receive the lowest rate.
Make your own DIY paints and have fun with messy art, participate in delicious cooking activities, learn all about persistence of vision by inventing your own spinning thaumatrope, and loads more!
To check out the daily schedule, visit our website at extend.com.au and book via the Parent Portal.

KIDS CLUB COMPETITION WINNER ANGELLIC!!
Congratulations to Angelica on winning the Kids Club Competition in her age category. Thank you to everyone who supported
Angelica and voted! Its wonderful to have such a supportive community. Angelica has decided to use a portion of her $200 Toys R
Us voucher to spend on resources for other children in the community.

Program Planner
TERM 3 THEME: The world around us
USPS EXTEND Favourites
18/09/17

BSC: Silent ball competition
ASC: Dodge-ball

19/09/17

BSC: Colouring in competition
ASC: Science: Making slime

20/09/17

BSC: Hot glue gun free creations
ASC: Cooking: Making sherbet

21/09/17

BSC: Haunted house cubby
ASC: Child choice games in the gym

22/09/17

BSC: Pancakes and cartoons
ASC: End of term party and popcorn and
movie

Special Interview with Tahlia R

The Activities I enjoy the most and why?- Free choice because you can do your own drawings and make craft
Where I spend most of my time- Kind of outside because I normally choose outside
What I have learnt- I have learnt how to draw kittens from ellena.O
How can we improve OSHC- I would like to have sushi for afternoon tea
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Struggling with difficult behaviours? Need extra support to manage? Feel
like play therapy would really help your child? Have a child who is not
managing at school?
I am a Consultant Special Education Teacher and Counsellor who specialises in helping people with all kinds of disabilities, their carers and
schools.
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Tecoma Uniting Church, (Burwood Highway Tecoma), is having a children’s
based ‘Messy church’ in 2 weeks on the 24th September
– the theme is “Peace”, One of the activities is to make and send peace cranes/
hearts to another participating group overseas in an exchange.
All welcome.

I provide:
Specialist Behaviour Management—Applied Behaviour Analysis Therapist
Social Skills Training
Play Therapist
In School/Service Consultations
Monday Mornings : Skype sessions
Monday Afternoons: Sherbrooke Family & Childrens Centre—1443 Burwood Hwy Upwey
Tuesday’s: In School Consultations: 8.00am-3.00pm
Introductory Offer: For all new clients wanting an office consultation on
Monday afternoons, $10 off the advertised price. Only $50. Offer goes
from Monday 4th September to 31st October 2017.
Roz Casey
Consultant Special education teacher
Specialist Disability/Child Counsellor
Website: roz.casy.org Ph: 0468 463 075
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