Attached to this newsletter is a breakdown of
diary dates for the
remainder of 2018, to
assist families in
planning their time in
As we publish this edition of our newsletter, we welcome back many of our
the lead-up to
families from an extended break over the Melbourne Cup Weekend.
Christmas.
November
6th: Cup Day Public Holiday

As we enter November, schools across the state are beginning to make
preparations for 2019 and beyond. As a school, who have recently completed our four year School Review (which occurred in the second half of Term
Three) we are looking forward to the future with a relentless focus upon
continuous improvement for our learning community.

8th: 2019 Foundation Transition
In preparation for an upcoming busy period for our school, please click on
Morning 9.15-10.15am

the active hyperlinks below to access the following circulars:
9th: Spring Shindig


12th: Year 6 Graduation Photo
School Council



13th: Year 1/2 Scienceworks

Excursion
Year 5/6 Family Panning Victoria

Session

Emergency Management information for families- in the leadup to bushfire season
Diary events by year level for families– to allow for planning in the leadup
to Christmas
Information for families regarding our school’s Year 3-6 iPad Program– to
allow for planning in the leadup to Christmas
2019 Classing Structure for Upwey South Primary School– providing information for the provision of classes in 2019

14th: Level 3/4 Camp—CYC City
Camp
15th: Level 3/4 Camp—CYC City Family Requests for Class Placements– 2019
Camp
16th: Level 3/4 Camp—CYC City As a community minded school, we are aware that your child’s learning is
most likely to develop through a positive partnership between the school
Camp

and the home.
20th: Year 5/6 Family Panning
Victoria Session
22nd: 2019 Foundation
Transition Morning
9.15-10.15am
23rd: Victorian State Volleyball
Cup– Selected Yr 56 students.

Learning
Enrichment
Schedule
Programs available during
Term Four are available via
our School Website.
For details, visit our new
Learning Community Wall
outside of the school office,
or visit our updated School
Website link @
http://
www.upweysthps.vic.edu.au
/extra-curricular-programs/

OSHC Hours
Before School Care
7:00am - 9:00am
After School Care
3:30pm - 6:30pm

Holiday Program
In the coming weeks, we will be providing each student with the opportunity 7:00am - 6:30pm
to nominate five peers with whom they would like to be in a class with.
From this list, we will aim to meet at least one of each student’s preferences. www.extend.com.au
In addition to the above, we are again providing families with the opportunity to make requests regarding the placement of their child in 2019.
What type of requests will we accept and who should they be addressed to?

25th: School Working Bee

We will accept requests for peers, such as who may/ may not benefit your
26th: Whole School Colour Run child’s learning in 2019. We will aim to meet all requests where possible; if
the school also sees a benefit for that particular child’s learning.
27th: Year 5/6 Family Panning
Victoria Session
29th: 2019 Foundation PJ Night
6-7pm
For further dates and details,
please refer to attachment.

Please note we will not accept requests for teachers, as staffing for 2019 has
not been secured.
Please place all requests in writing to the Principal, via email or hard copy:
kitch.damien.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
All requests are due by close of business on Friday 16th November 2018.

91 Morris Rd Upwey VIC 3158
Phone: (03) 9757 0200
Fax: (03) 9757 0299
upwey.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.upweysthps.vic.edu.au
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A huge thank you to all the Upwey South students parents, friends, teachers, staff and volunteers who helped make our Japanese Day really successful!!! The students looked absolutely fantastic in their original and creative Japanese costumes, too!
ありがとう (arigatou)!
From Masae-sensei

‘KOTO’ Performance

Japanese School Sports

‘Obento’ Craft

‘Hokusai’ Art

Project

Yo-yo balloon game
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We finally finished filming and editing our original piece ‘The shattered mug case’ and it has been submitted for the national short
film contest! The members of the Japanese film club have celebrated the completion of the film with Mr. Kitch and lots of other special guests on the Japanese Day.
Thank you Mr. Gabriele Arata from Celluloid Studio for assisting with writing the
script, directing and editing the film.

The students could experience the gist of how
the real film production works.
Well done Japanese captains Eliza-san (Miss.
Eliza) and Ryley-kun (Mr. Ryley) for demonstrating excellent leadership skills on the production of the film and organising the film
club. You both have been amazing leaders!!!

Finally…..
Here is the link
to the video!
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On Friday 2nd of November 2018, Upwey South PS were well represented as both boys and girls
divisional champions competed in the regional finals at the State Volleyball Centre in Dandenong. The boys faced Glenferrie PS, Warrandyte PS and Park Ridge PS and the girls faced
Mount Albert, Serpell and Regency Park all which posed different challenges on the day.
The boys were finding their groove in game 1 against Glenferrie who proved very strong and
won in straight sets. Game 2 vs Warrandyte also proved to be a stern test as net coverage and
fast court movements from Warrandyte was difficult to combat but the boys fought bravely but
went able to rear in the deficit and again the boys fell in straight sets. Game 3 vs Park Ridge was
nothing short of an arm wrestle with teams evenly matched with Park Ridge taking the 1 st set
and Upwey South taking the 2nd set. The deciding set was tense with USPS taking a very early
lead but Park Ridge dug deep and sadly pipped the Upwey South boys 15 – 13.
The girls started well) against a very tall side in Mount Albert team where serving was vital and
majority of the points were won. The girls fought losing the 1st set but defiantly made up for it in
the 2nd set and forcing a 3rd set. Sadly, the girls weren’t able to come away with the points with
Mont Albert taking the game 2 - 1. Game 2 vs Serpell was a very even contest with both teams
trading points early on but the net play from Serpell proved to be the difference with Serpall
taking the game in straight sets. Game 3 vs Regency Park was a tight game with both teams
finding their groove both on serve and at the net. The court coverage was excellent from both
teams with Upwey South taking the 1st set and Regency Park taking the 2nd set, which prompted
a 3rd set which Regency Park won taking the game out 2 sets to 1.
Well done to all students involved and you should all be proud of your efforts in Volleyball in
2018! It is a pleasure to coach and work with you all. A big thank you to all the parents who attended on the day and assisted in scoring and cheering on the teams. We now look forward to
the final event of the year: The Victorian Primary Schools Volleyball Cup on Friday 23rd of November 2018 to be held at the State Volleyball Centre in Dandenong.
Yours in Sport
Mr Jason Webb
Physical Education/School Sport Coordinator
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A Student-Led Market Stall held for the School Community
When: Friday November 9th 1:00pm-2:30pm

Where: USPS Basketball Court and Gymnasium

What is the Spring Shindig?
The Spring Shindig is a mini-fete/ market stall run by the students (with staff assistance), which has been a yearly tradition within the Upwey South Primary School Community for over 30 years. Over the last 30 years, the
Shindig has been held on the Friday following the Melbourne Cup Public Holiday.
The Shindig has been traditionally structured to provide our senior students (Year 5-6 students) with the opportunity to apply their understanding of Financial Mathematics to a real-life situation. Throughout Term Four, all
Year 5-6 students have been working in small teams to develop a business plan for their stall; involving various
explicit stages of learning, such as market research, concept development, budget analysis, sourcing of items,
marketing of their stall, and risk management. During the Shindig, each team of Year 5-6 students will set-up,
run, and pack-up their own stall, with support from their classroom teacher.
In addition to the Year 5-6 led market stalls, each Foundation- Year 4 class has been allocated a shared-class
stall, with a roster of student-supervision to oversee the class stall having been drawn up by the classroom
teacher. Over the previous weeks, classroom teachers have been in communication with families regarding the
focus of their class stall. Over the last 30 years, class stalls have included pre-loved clothing, books and toys,
lucky dips, plant and food stalls.
If you require further information about your particular child’s class stall, please speak directly with their classroom teacher.
Who is the target audience of the Shindig and why?
The target audience of the Shindig is all students of the school, providing an opportunity for students across year
levels to interact for a shared purpose; the dual purpose of being able to have input into building a sense of community and raising funds for student-directed projects around the school. Over the previous 30 years, funds
raised from the Shindig have been used to improve opportunities for both learning and play across the school,
and in 2019 we will continue to apply funds for student-driven projects.
As a community-minded school, we are aware that there are three key pillars which build a successful learning
community; being the students, staff and families. Therefore, we encourage any parents and families who are
available to become involved and attend the Shindig. It promises to once again be a great event!
How much money can students bring to the Shindig?
Students are encouraged to bring a small amount of money to the Shindig, which has been agreed upon in conjunction with their family. Large amounts of money are discouraged, however in previous years some parents attending the stalls have chosen to make additional donations alongside their child, and in 2019 this will continue
to be a family-led decision.
All monies brought to school by students should be in a clearly named and identifiable small purse/wallet/ envelope/bag.
During our regular 9:00am morning roll call, classroom teachers will collect all named student monies, and keep
these locked away until the beginning of the Shindig at 1:00pm. At the conclusion of the Shindig, all student monies will again be collected and locked away by the classroom teacher. Students will then be given their monies
(remaining change/purse/wallet/etc) at the end of the day.
of change, cash-handling and safe storage of donations.
Continued over page
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A Student-Led Market Stall held for the School Community
When: Friday November 9th 1:00pm-2:30pm

Where: USPS Basketball Court and Gymnasium

Continued from previous page

What is the cost of items at the student-led stalls and who will handle the cash?
In keeping with previous years, most items/activities will sell between 20c and $1.50.
At each classroom led-stall the classroom teacher will directly oversee and assist with the costing of items, calculating of change, cash-handling and safe storage of donations.
At each Year 5-6 student-led stall, the classroom teacher will oversee and supervise the stall’s cash float, assist
students with the costing of items, calculating of change, and safe storage of donations. Year 5-6 students will be
responsible for recording transactions, stock counts, and balancing of funds following the Shindig. All of these financial literacy tasks will be directly overseen by classroom teachers.
Will lunch orders be available on Friday 9th November?
No. There will be no lunch orders or sushi orders available on the day. Students have the option of bringing their
own lunch to eat before the Shindig, or buying limited snack food items at the Shindig. Hash browns will be available, as well as water at a stall run by the PTA.
What will be the recess and specialist class structure for the day?
Given that the Shindig is held from 1:00pm-2:30pm, we have restructured our specialist timetable to minimise
disruption to specialist classes over the week. If your child’s class have a change of days to their regular specialist timetable, this will be communicated to families by the classroom teacher.
On Friday 9th November, we will hold our morning recess from 10:00-10:30am and our lunch recess from 12:0012:30pm. There will be no afternoon recess.
Who can I speak with if I have further questions about the Shindig?
The Spring Shindig is overseen by Mr Gary Monopoli (Class 56M) who has many years of Shindig experience to
answer your questions. Alternatively, you may speak with your child’s classroom teacher.
Kind regards,
Gary Monopoli, Julie Pendlebury, and Jessica Cameron (Year 5/6 Teaching and Learning Team).

6

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILTY

RESILIENCE

What is involved?
School Council and PTA members have have been in contact with local schools and organisations in order to
make an informed decision about holding a Colour Fun Day. Our Colour Fun Day will be held on Monday 26 th
November 2018, from 2:00pm – 3:15pm. Please note, that on this day, there will be no assembly, and we encourage parents to attend the event, and even join in the run/walk!
During the Colour Event, students will run/walk around a designated course within the school (similar to the
Cross Country course). Whilst running/walking, the students will pass through various checkpoints at which
teachers/parents have the option to squirt checkpoint colour on the students. Of course, each student has the
choice of bypassing the colour checkpoint, and continuing through the course. Students from our school who
have participated in community colour runs, have said that they are a great deal of fun – a perfect event in the
last term of school!
How does my child fundraise and what will the funds be used for?
Through this event we are raising much needed funds to continue the refurbishment of the current “senior
school” classrooms. We aim to continue our carpet replacement, and update furniture to enrich the learning environment for your children.
Within this envelope, you will find a Sponsorship Form booklet with instructions on how to raise money and order
prizes. Students can obtain donations in cash using the Sponsorship Form and/or utilise online fundraising.
Students who raise as little as $10 or more will receive an incentive prize for their efforts. But why not get them to
aim higher? As a family, you have the option to choose up to five (5) prizes and this will set your fundraising goal.
Family and friends are your greatest supporters, so ask them first for their support. You will reach your fundraising goal in no time!

About the Colour Powder used
The colour powder used in our event has been sourced direct from India, the home of Holi Powder. It is made of
high quality corn starch and permitted food colours. It’s non-toxic, biodegradable, skin safe and environmentally
friendly. Toxicological Risk Assessment and ingredient listings can be obtained from the School Office upon request. (Students with asthma are advised to be considerate of their plan and triggers in their decision to participate).
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Online Student Profile Page
We encourage families to create a Student Profile Page at www.myprofilepage.com.au which is unique to your
child. There are some great features, like recording your sponsorships and selecting prize goals.
If you would like to, you can also utilize online fundraising. Schools that use online fundraising raise, on average,
130% more! It is safe and secure. Our online fundraising provider, GoFundRaise has helped many charities and
fundraisers connect. No photo of your child is required. No identifying information is included (like student’s full
name or what school they attend). If you elect to utilize the online option, we encourage you to make cybersafe
choices, and speak with your child’s teacher if you require assistance.
You can share your fundraising goals easily with family interstate or overseas by using social media or email.
Again, the linked information does not identify your child to the general public. Rest assured that the Upwey
South Primary School Council and PTA take cyber-safety seriously.
Not for you?
That’s okay. You can opt-out by completing the “will not participate” part of the form in this pack. All colour run
forms need to be signed and returned no later than Tuesday 20th November.
Note: your child can participate in the day and raise funds by running/walking the course but bypassing
the colour stations. We will set up diversions for those not wanting to get colourful!
What is supplied by us and you
We will supply all participants with sunglasses to protect their eyes from colour powder, rubber wristband, refreshing icypole on completion, and a wonderful fun memory!
We will also get a few parents to bring their leaf blowers to clean down areas and participants after the race, if
they like!
You need to supply a white t-shirt (if you don’t have an old one, see Kmart or Big W - around $3). Kids can wear
other fancy white clothes if they choose (like shorts, tutus, socks etc).
NOTE: We cannot guarantee the colours from the event will wash out, so please don ’t wear your best
clothes.

8

RESPECT

RESPONSIBILTY

RESILIENCE

Important dates
Please note, all donations need to be finalized by Friday 23rd November 2018. Sponsorship forms and cash
donations need to be returned to school on or before colour fun day - Monday November 26th 2018.
Families who choose not to create an online profile page will also need to return their prize order (on the back of
the paper sponsorship form) by 26th November.
Students with a profile page can order prizes online by 30th November. Student prizes will be delivered by midDecember.
Thank you in advance for your participation, and get ready for a COLOUR EXPLOSION AT UPWEY SOUTH
PRIMARY! Happy fundraising!
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Important Dates for the Remainder of Term Four
Dear families of the USPS Learning Community,
Term Four is an extremely exciting time in our primary school, with so many events
occurring across all year levels. When we combine school events with personal and
family engagements in the lead-up to Christmas, our calendars can easily become
confusing! Therefore, with the end of the year quickly approaching, we are aiming
to assist families in planning their time in the lead-up to Christmas.
Please note the dates below in your family calendar.
School-Wide Events:
November
Tuesday 6th November: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Friday 9th November: Shindig (School Market)
Monday 12th November: School Council November meeting
Sunday 25th November: School Working Bee
Monday 26th November: School Colour Run/Walk Event (no assembly)
December
Thursday 6th December: School Christmas Concert 6:30pm-7:30pm
Friday 7th December: Parent Helper’s Afternoon Tea 2:30pm-3:30pm
Monday 10th December: School Council
Tuesday 11th December: 2019 Transition Day for current Foundation- Year Five students
Wednesday 12th December: School-wide Inquiry Celebration 2:30pm-3:30pm
Thursday 13th December: PTA Special Lunch Day (pizza)
Thursday 13th December: Instrumental Music Concert 4:00pm-6:30pm
Monday 17th December: Final assembly @ 2:30pm
Friday 21st December: Final day of school- 1:30pm dismissal
2019- School Term Dates
Term 1: 29 January (school teachers start) to 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April to 28 June
Term 3: 15 July to 20 September
Term 4: 7 October to 20 December
Day One for Foundation Students- 2019 F oundation students begin school at 9:15am
on Thursday 31st January 2019.
Students from Year One- Year Six begin school at 8:50am on Wednesday 30th J anuary
2019.
Continued over page...
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Important Dates for the Remainder of Term Four
Year Five/ Six
November
Monday 12th November: Year Six graduation photo
Tuesday 13th November: Family Planning Victoria Session
Wednesday 14th November: Eastern Metropolitan Region- Tennis finals
Monday 19th November: Lacrosse clinics-Physical Education classes
Tuesday 20th November: Family Planning Victoria Session
Friday 23rd November: Victorian State Volleyball Cup
Monday 26th November: Lacrosse clinics-Physical Education classes
Tuesday 27th November: Family Planning Victoria Session
December
Tuesday 11th December: Year Seven Statewide Transition Day (Year Six students only)
Monday 17th December: Year Five/Six Christmas performance @ final assembly
Wednesday 19th December: Year Six Graduation Evening
Thursday 20th December: Year Five/Six Big Day Out
Year Three/Four

November
Wednesday 14th- Friday 16th November: Year 3-4 City Camp
Thursday 22nd November: Lacrosse clinics-Physical Education classes
Thursday 29th November: Lacrosse clinics-Physical Education classes
Year One/Two
November
Tuesday 13th November: Scienceworks Excursion
December
Thursday 20th December: Under the Oak Tree Picnic
Year Foundation:
December
Thursday 20th December: Under the Oak Tree Picnic
2019 Foundation students:
November
Thursday 8th November & Thursday 22nd November: Transition Session 9:15am-10:15am
Thursday 29th November: Transition Session- Pyjama evening 6:00pm-7:00pm
December
Thursday 6th December: Transition Session- Teddy Bears’ Picnic 9:15am-12:30pm
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Do you have a younger sibling who will be starting
school in 2019?
Are you a new family to our school, and would like to
join for 2019?
Do you have friends, neighbours or extended family
who may like to enrol for 2019?
If so, please click on the image to the left (hyperlinked) to download a PDF enrolment form. Further
forms will also be required to complete your enrolment which are available from the office.

Alternatively, please visit our school website or
contact the main office during school hours.
Dates of 2019 Transition sessions are listed in the
graphic below.

2019 Foundation
Transition
Information
available via
Flexibuzz and on
our school
website.
Click on link to
access.

To access up-to-date information for 2019
beginning students, join the communication box titled 2019 Foundation Transition.
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OnPsych School Psychology Services
Do you find that your child is displaying emotional or behavioural issues? OnPsych are a team of fully qualified and
registered psychologists who specialise in child and adolescent services working in primary and secondary schools in
both individual and group settings. Services are performed at NO COST to the school, student or parent through Medicare
bulk billing.
We are now lucky to have an OnPsych staff member at Upwey South Primary School, Lily.
Who is Lily?
Lily is a passionate psychologist who works with both children and adolescents who are experiencing a range of psychological issues such as anxiety and mood disorders, Autism Spectrum Disorders, interpersonal, learning and behavioural
disorders, exam stress, self harming and adjustment difficulties (social & situational). Lily employs psychological techniques such as Cognitive Behavioural Therapy, client-centred and solution-focused therapy with psycho-education. Lily
firmly believes that a collaborative approach will produce the most successful outcomes for a child. If you believe that
this might benefit you child, please contact your child’s classroom teacher for further instructions.
If you would like any further clarifications about the onPsych service, please call us at 1300 659 350.

Open every Thursday 3 – 4 pm , behind the main office next to the staff room
*Cheap *Convenient *Environmentally Friendly*
All Logo item $2 All non-logo items $1
Come and check it out!
Donations of old uniforms gratefully received and can be dropped off at the office at any time �

Fresh Fruit Fridays
We value the support of our local community store!
Each class will receive a platter of cut up fruit.
If any parents could volunteer their time to cut up and distribute the fruit each Friday morning
from 8.50am it would be greatly appreciated.
You must sign in at the office and have a current Working with Children check.
All fruit is donated by our local IGA in Upwey, we thank them for their continued generosity.

Lost Property is held in the school office.
Please ensure you name all items your child brings to school.
All named items are returned back to the classroom.
Now is also a great time to check your child’s clothing to ensure they have
their own items.
Thank-you for your assistance.
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FIRST AID FOR PROFESSIONALS
at Selby Community House
Presented by Revive2Survive
This course is for those with existing first aid experience who are
confident in their skills. It is appropriate for experienced first aiders,
health care professionals and those who update their skills regularly.
Current qualifications must be presented to be admitted to this course.
This course is made up of 4 hours face to face training plus
approximately 8 hours of home based learning – (practical
competencies completed and theory assessment marked in class).
This course covers both Level 2 First Aid & CPR.
Tuesday 13th November 5.45-9.45pm Cost $125 or $60 CPR only
To book please call 9754 2039 or
email: selby@selbyhouse.com.au

Upwey Girl Guides
Do you enjoy having fun with friends, caring for the environment,
exploring the outdoors, science and craft activities or just want to
challenge yourself further.... Come and Join Girl Guides! We
currently have vacancies for girls aged 5 - 13 years in our groups.
Come along and try us out, the first 3 weeks are free! For further
info contact Margaret Brooks: email mbrooks@guidesvic.org.au,
0407 042748 or visit www.guidesvic.org.au
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