
 

 

The Lyrebird Word 

Responsibility * Respect * Resilience  
21st June 2017 

 

Our next Curriculum Day 
for 2017 

Friday 28th July 2017 

VISITORS TO 
THE SCHOOL  

 

All visitors to the 
school must sign in 
and out at the office 
and collect a yellow 

visitor’s badge.  
 

These badges help 
the students and 

staff identify you as 
an ‘authorised      

visitor’.  
 

Please remember 
to return the badge 
when you sign out.  

 

 
 

Term 2 2017 
Tuesday 18th April—

Friday 30th June.        
Students dismissed at 

2.30pm 
 

Term 3 2017 
Monday 17th July—

Friday 22nd             
September. Students 
dismissed at 2.30pm 

 

Term 4 2017 
Monday 9th October—
Friday 22nd December.   
Students dismissed at 

1.30pm 

 

Please be reminded that 

all absences must be in     

writing. The easiest way 

of doing this is via the 

Flixibuzz app. 

Dates to be remembered 

Friday 23rd June   PTA Special Lunch 

 

Monday 26th June  State Schools       

     Spectacular Rehearsal 

 

Thursday 29th June       Mid-Year Reports and  

           Portfolios sent home 

 

Friday 30th June              Last Day of Term 2— 

           2.30pm dismissal 

 

Tuesday & Wednesday  Whole School Production  

25th & 26th July 

 

Wednesday-Friday 

2nd-4th August        Level 3/4 Camp 

 

Saturday 16th         State Schools Spectacular 

September 

 

Wednesday-Friday 

15th-17th November       Level 5/6 Camp 

 

9757 0200 

upwey.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.upweysthps.vic.edu.au 

P.O. Box 1158. Upwey, Vic 3158 

91 Morris Rd, Upwey, Vic 3158 

 

Please remember that there will be 

NO lunch orders or Sushi Express   

orders this Friday 23rd June as the 

PTA Special Lunch will be held on 

this day. 

Thank you 

TICKETS FOR OUR PRODUCTION ‘ONCE UPON A 

TIME’ WILL GO ON SALE THIS FRIDAY 23RD JUNE 

AT 10AM FROM BURRINJA. 

A FLEXIBUZZ WILL BE SENT OUT TOMORROW 

WITH ALL DETAILS NEEDED. 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 Term 3 Acting Principal News 
It is with great pleasure that I inform the school community that Mr Damian Kitch has been appointed as the Acting Principal 
of Upwey South Primary School for Term 3. On behalf of everyone at Upwey South, I warmly welcome Damien to our school. 
Damian has been the Assistant Principal of Glen Waverley Primary School for the past 5 years. Since the start of 2017,     
Damian has been the Acting Principal at Knox Central Primary School in Boronia. Damien will be visiting our school on Friday 
and I will take him around to every class and introduce him to staff and students. Parents will have the opportunity to meet 
Damien in the early weeks of Term 3 when he takes over my yard duty both before and after school. Please look out for 
Damien’s introduction to the school community via the Lyrebird Word in the first week of next term. You are also most        
welcome to attend any of the assemblies in Term 3 and introduce yourself to Damian. I wish Damian all the very best as he 
takes on the leadership of our school next term. 

 

Semester 1 Reports 
Next Thursday, 29

th
 June, your child will bring home their mid-year report together with their Learning Portfolio. 

A letter of explanation will be included with your child’s report. Their report will summarise their achievement so 
far this year and their portfolio will contain an ongoing record of progress throughout Term 1 and Term 2.  I 
know that you will discuss your child’s progress and their achievements in a most positive and supportive     

manner. There are always areas of learning that need improvement or developing. Please support your child over the          
holidays and into next term in order to boost their confidence and their skills in the nominated improvement areas. Literacy 
and Maths will continue to be our core learning areas. Three hours per day is focussed on reading, writing, speaking and    
listening and maths in every classroom across the school.   
 

I’m sure that all parents can remember their favourite curriculum areas from when they were at school? Did you ever have a 
time where you struggled to keep up? Did you ever want to ‘give up’ because other students found the work easy and you 
found it challenging? Mathematics was an area that I used to find personally challenging as a primary and secondary student. 
I always managed to ‘pass’ but it was only when I had to teach this important curriculum area that many of the core              
understandings actually ‘fell into place’. I had been trying to solve complex problems as a student without the necessary      
understandings and skills and most of my early learning was rote learning. At Upwey South we aim to provide our students 
with a skill set of understanding and knowledge that they can apply to new problem-solving in maths. We want our students to 
be able to explain how they arrived at an answer rather than by just applying a rote formula.   
 

 
The new Victorian Curriculum contains four additional Curriculum areas called Capabilities. The skills and 
values taught and promoted aim to develop positive, insightful, engaged, reflective and socially responsible 
citizens of the future. 
 

The Victorian Curriculum Capabilities are: 
1. The Personal and Social Capability 
2. The Creative and Critical Thinking Capability 
3. The Intercultural Capability, and 
4. The Ethical Capability. 

 

The Personal and Social Capability is explicitly taught from Foundation through to Year 10. It is an area that we assess in     
on-going ways, and you will find within the end of Semester 1 report an indication of where your child is placed against the 
standards that we expect to see in students of the same age. 
The Personal and Social Capability is essential as it enables students to understand themselves and others, while learning to 
manage their relationships, lives, work and learning more effectively. It involves students learning to: 

 recognise and regulate emotions 

 develop empathy for others 

 understand relationships 

 establish and build a framework for positive relationships 

 work effectively in teams 

 develop leadership skills 

 handle challenging situations constructively. 
 

The Personal and Social Capability supports students in becoming creative and confident individuals with a strong sense of 
self-worth, self-awareness and personal identity. Being ‘capable’ in this area of learning enables them to better manage their 
emotional, mental, spiritual and physical wellbeing, with a sense of hope and optimism about their lives and the future. On a 
social level, it helps students to form and maintain healthy relationships which can be very challenging for some students. The 
learning doesn’t just happen within the classroom. So much is learnt during recess and lunch play. While teachers are on 
Yard Duty they support all students to stay safe, behave responsibly and engage positively with other students. 

 

 



 

Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 
Please note that the mid-year Conferences will be held in the first week of next term from Monday 
17

th
 July until Thursday 20

th
 July. We encourage you to bring your child along to the conferences 

together with their portfolio. Future learning goals and priorities can be set at the conference. If 
you would like to speak with your child’s teacher for longer than the 10 minutes allocated, it is     
advised that you make a further appointment at a mutually convenient time. Each class teacher 
has nominated their availability and there is information in today’s newsletter about how to make a 
booking with your child’s teacher. If you would like to speak to one of the specialist teachers about 

your child’s progress, please contact them via a note or a call to the school office. 
 

Bookings open tonight at 4:00pm and close next Wednesday at 4:00pm. 
 

Cross Country Success  
Congratulations to Ella E, Charlotte L and Harrison C who reached the regional level of Cross 
Country competition yesterday. They represented our school with enthusiasm and pride and we 
thank them for their wonderful achievement. I’m sure they will be keen to compete again next year. 
 

Publishing Success 
One of our parents Kylie Orr has 4 children’s books being published ready for distribution in        
January 2018. They are a series called Whose Pants? Whose Shoes? Whose Bag? and Whose 
Hat? They are written with rhyming / alliteration and are aimed at toddlers. They will be available 
from Big W, Kmart, Target and other stores. I have attached the link to the publisher’s website and 
you can scroll to ‘featured products’. http://lakepress.com.au 
Congratulations to Kylie on this wonderful achievement. 
 

Working Bee Thanks 
On Sunday afternoon we had a most successful working bee which was facilitated by Rowan 
Millar. You can see from the photos that the 16 families who attended achieved a great deal 
over a few hours of hard work. Thank you so much to the following families: Millar, Orr,         
Humphreys, Toner, Lincoln, McKiernan, Rowan, Batson, Hutchings, Fallu, Powell, Keleher,    
Henry, Packer, Gibb and Cartwright. Thank you to the Dortmans and Chaya families for your 
generous donations. The wonderful support that we receive from our school community is    
greatly appreciated.   

 

Final Message of Farewell  
I included a message of “Thanks and Farewell” to the school community in the last newsletter. Since this is the final newsletter 
for the term, I will take this opportunity to say a final farewell in writing to everyone at Upwey South. I have loved working with 
you to improve the school and to build on the learning opportunities available for all our students F-6 over the past 5 years. I 
have also appreciated the wonderful support that I have received from staff and parents. 
 
I will look forward to seeing you all at our production “Once Upon a Time” at Burrinja in the second week of Term 3. I will be 
attending both nights to celebrate the wonderful learning of our students. Good Luck to everyone involved, especially           
Mrs Lang and our students. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your friendship. I wish everyone connected to Upwey South - past, present and future - all the very 
best. May all your aspirations and your dreams come true. I will be thinking of you all with very fond memories throughout the 
years ahead. 

 

Anne 

http://lakepress.com.au


 

 

School Interviews 
 

 

 



 

 

                

What’s Happening in Term 3 and Term 4 at  

Upwey South Primary School? 

Term 3 

 
 

Term 4 

 

Date Activity Location Year Levels 

Friday 21st July Production Dress Rehearsal USPS Gym All 

Monday 24th July Production Technical Rehearsal Burrinja Cultural Centre All 

Tuesday 25th July Production - Night 1 Burrinja Cultural Centre All (Night 1) 

Wednesday 26th July Production - Night 2 Burrinja Cultural Centre All (Night 2) 

Friday 28th July Curriculum Day USPS (No students at school) All 

Wed 2nd August-  Fri 4th August Arrabri Lodge Camp East Warburton Year 3-4 

Friday 4th August Foundation 2018 Visit Foundation Gallery Foundation 

Saturday 5th August Working Bee USPS 9:30-12:30 All 

Friday 11th August Foundation 2018 Visit Foundation Gallery Foundation 

Monday 14th August State Schools Spectacular Re- Bayswater PS SSS Team 

Friday 1st September PTA Fathers’ Day Stall USPS Library All 

Wednesday 6th Septem- 2018 Preps in PJs Night Foundation Gallery 2018 Preps 

Friday 8th September Walkathon & PTA Special Lunch USPS All 

Thursday 14th September State Schools Spectacular Hisense Arena SSS Team 

Saturday 16th September State School Spectacular Hisense Arena SSS Team 

Sunday 17th September Working Bee USPS 1-4pm All 

Date Activity Location Year Levels 

Monday 16th October Wild Action USPS Year 1-2 

Tuesday 17th October 2018 Prep Transition USPS 2:30pm 2018 Preps 

Saturday 21st October PTA Trivia Night USPS All 

Thursday 26th October 2018 Prep Transition USPS 2:30pm 2018 Preps 

Friday 10th November Spring Shindig USPS All 

Saturday 11th November Working Bee USPS 9:30-1:30 All 

Tuesday 14th November 2018 Prep Transition USPS 2:30pm 2018 Preps 

Wed 15th Nov - Fri 17th Nov Sovereign Hill Camp Ballarat Year 5-6 

Tuesday 21st November Hillsfest Film Competition Black Box Theatre Burrinja All involved 

Wednesday 22nd Novem- 2018 Prep Information Evening USPS 7pm 2018 Preps 

Thursday 30th November Japanese Day USPS All 

Friday 1st December Teddy Bear Picnic USPS Year 4/2018 

Wednesday 20th December Year 6 Graduation USPS and Upwey HS Year 6 

Thursday 21st December Big Day Out TBC Year 5-6 

Friday 22nd December Final Assembly for 2017 USPS 12:45pm All 



 

 

Sports Report 

Cross Country 
 
During term 2 many students have participated in the Cross Country program. We took a team of 48 students to the      
Boronia/Sherbrooke District carnival where we had over 15 students place in the top 30 which is a terrific achievement. 
Our highlights were Ethan U finishing 9

th
 in the 12/13 year old boys, Ella E finishing 11th in the 11 year old girls, Harrison 

C finishing 6
th
 in the 11 year old boys and Tyler M finishing  11th in the 9 year old boys. 

It is important to recognise Charlotte L, Ella E and Harrison C who competed at the Eastern Region Cross Country           
championships yesterday. This is the second highest level of competition of school sport in Victoria. They finished in the 
top 15 at Dandenong Ranges Division level last week before backing up again yesterday to run at Yarra Glen. Well done 
to all athletes who participated in the cross country program during 2017, you represented our school with pride and did 
your very best.  
 
 
 

Winter Round Robin 
 
Earlier this term, our Grade 5/6 students participated in the Boronia/Sherbrooke District Winter Round Robin 
Sports. Below are some reflections from some students of the day. Our students represented our school with 
great sportsmanship and had a lot of fun.  All staff and students had a wonderful day!  
On the 1st of June, I was a member of the Netball team that went to Knox Regional Netball Centre. There was two teams 
I was in the A team we played five games, we had great game plans and our coach was Miss Oliver. Throughout those 
five games we all shared around the positions so everyone had at least one turn of each position. Our best game played 
was the one where we won seventeen - three but the only way we ended up winning was because we worked as a team 
and tried our very best! 
We ended up winning two of the five games that we played and came fourth overall. But in the end everyone had an 
amazing day! 
 
Ella E 56M 
 
Hi I'm Georgia and on Thursday the 1st of June we had winter school Sports.  
There were a lot of different Sports like Footy, Volleystars, Netball and T-ball. On the 1st of June I did footy, we played 
against 5 teams they were: St Thomas Moore, Upper Gully Primary, Tecoma Primary, St John the Baptist and Belgrave 
South Primary. 
Our school played against all of those teams and we played ok. First we played against St Thomas Moore and we lost 
against them. They were really good and we were definitely good as well but we might have missed a few opportunities.  
The next school we played against was Upper Gully Primary and we won against them and we were so happy!  
After that we lost the next 2 games against Tecoma and St John the Baptist. 
Then it was our final game against Belgrave South. At first one of the two people scoring had done the score wrong so the 
other team were up by one point and the person scoring on our team ended up with a draw. So to be fair both teams 
agreed on a draw and that was the end of all of our games. We had a fun day, thank you to Mr Mop and Mr S for coaching 
us. 
 
Georgia B 56H 
 
For Winter Round Robin I did T-Ball. When we arrived our team started to warm up, then we went to our first game 
against Ferntree Gully North. They were a very good team and we did not win, but we kept on trying. We played 5 games, 
we tried really hard and improved our skills but unfortunately we were unable to win a game. Our last game against 
Upwey PS was very intense, we were very close to winning. As we played more games our skills improved and we scored 
more runs. We all thank Mr H for giving us heaps of support and encouraging us. 
 
Olivia H 56O 
 
Hi my name is Ben  For Winter Round Robin Sports I was a part of a team chosen to represent our school in               
Volleystars. We had lots of fun we won all of our game except for one game when we had a tie. We made it to the finals 
and played the Upwey South girls and won it was lots of fun! Thank you to Mr Hall and Pelyta for looking after us, helping 
us improve our skills and encouraging us during the day. 
Ben Y 56H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Production News 

 

Program Photograph - Year 5/6s 
Please note that on Thursday the 29th June all 5/6 students will have their photograph taken in full costume and makeup. 
This will be printed in our souvenir production program which will be available to purchase on the night of the performance. 
This is the second last day of term. If you know your child will be away can you please let me know as soon as possible as 
we will need to make other arrangements. The students will only have their photo taken in their 'main acting' costume not 
their costumes for their 'extra' roles. Backstage crew please wear all black. Please ensure all costumes are at school on this 
day and contact me if you wish your child to 'opt out' of makeup.  

Many thanks, Penelope Lang. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to all those students who have celebrated their birthdays over the last few 
weeks and over the coming weeks. 

Daniel B, Rachael A, Jack L, Sai B, Ariella S, Rique W, Kinga M, Alina G, Jude I, Lianna M, Ethan C, Bailey 
H, Baxter P, Tamika P, Hayden M, Angie P, Jacinda J, Lorelai D, Olivia H, Stella M,  Brigitte A, Leo F,   

Lydia S & Jessica C 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Grade In recognition for 

Luca B FP The dedication and hard work he has put into his learning 

Nate C FP Always trying his best and being a positive class member 

Mason E FR For always giving 100% in class and being a thoughtful and friendly class member 

Mitchell C 1/2G Being a kind, respectful and responsible member of 1/2G 

Jack V H 1/2G Consistently doing his best in class 

Elliott D 1/2J Showing excellent improvement during writing sessions 

Abbey G 1/2W Her attention to detail and working hard on finishing tasks in the set time 

Darcy C 3/4D Working hard to complete all his classwork 

Charlotte L 3/4E Using interesting and challenging words in writing 

Marcus O 3/4H Making positive choices throughout the day and being in control of his learning 

Rique W 5/6H Demonstrating amazing creativity when composing his ‘fantastic stories’ project 

Tia S 5/6M Perseverance and amazing effort in all that she does 

Saorla l 5/6O Her outstanding effort across all areas of the curriculum and her developing confidence during 

production rehearsals 

Lucy H FP 
Sports Award 

Your sensational attitude in PE. Your enthusiasm is a great asset to the class 

Will B 5/6H 
Sports Award 

Inspiring us all with your courageous effort during the ‘BEEP’ test. You are a CHAMPION 

Jack C 1/2J 
Visual Arts Award 

Having a positive attitude towards learning new skills while in Art 

Jacob O 5/6O 
Visual Arts Award 

Having a positive attitude toward everything he does while in Art 



 

 

 

 

Extend OSHC at Upwey South Primary 

WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM BOOKINGS ARE OPEN! 

 
Book 14 days in advance to receive the lowest rate. 
 

Participate in our winter-themed activities, including science experiments to learn about animals with blubber, recreating a 
winter snowstorm in a jar, and participating in a snowman slam! 
 

To check out the daily schedule, visit our website at extend.com.au and book via the Parent Porta 
 

PARENT PORTAL: extend.com.au    EXTEND HEAD OFFICE: 1300366437 

MOLLIE OSHC: 0487700024 

Friendly Reminder: End of term early release session 2:30-3:30 Friday 30
th
 June 

Friendly reminder to book in for the early release session as well as after school care on the last day of term 

Congratulations to this weeks EXTEND LEGENDS!! 

Leigh P and Cerise J 

-Please come check out our Extend Legend wall and see if your child has made the wall yet! 

Program  Planner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Interview with Charlie J-P Grade 5 

The Activities I enjoy the most and why?- I enjoy making BIG cubby houses. I love making cubby houses 
Where I spend most of my time- I spend most of my time in the activity room 

What I have learnt- I leant that Shane Jacobson stars in the Australian movie Odd Ball 
How can we improve OSHC- I'd like to have jam spread when we watch cartoons in the morning. 

Activity suggestion- Make a volcano model and make it erupt 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 THEME: Hollywood, actors,        
cinema and more 

26/07/17 BSC-Pancakes and cartoons 
ASC- Fun Monday: Hollywood 
theme 

27/07/17 BSC-Hollywood themed group 
cheardes 
ASC-Lunch idea healthy      
smoothies 

28/07/17 BSC-Card house challenge 
ASC-Barrier Dodge-ball 

29/07/17 BSC-Haunted cubby house 
ASC-Touch football 

30/07/17 BSC-Movie colouring in sheets 
ASC-End of term party 

http://extend.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  



 

Golden Cobra Martial Arts will be holding an Open Day at our new Upper Ferntree Gully training centre on Saturday 15th 
July from 10:00am until 2:30pm. 

Golden Cobra Martial Arts is a local community, not for profit organisation that caters for all ages from 4yrs up.   

As well as fitness training we run a full Karate syllabus.  

Our instructors are all Black Belt qualified and we conduct classes six days per week with family classes, children's        
classes and adult classes. 

 

Selby Netball Club is now taking enrolments for all age groups 

(minimum age 7) for the Spring Season starting September 2nd 2017.  

Selby is a small and friendly club established in 1993. Our aim is to 

provide the opportunity for players of all abilities to participate and 

have fun playing netball. 

Please email selbynetball@hotmail.com or call Leanne on              
0409 778 824 for more information about the upcoming season. 

At Burrinja these Winter Holiday we have: 
 
The Burrinja Circus Festival with Ruccis Circus School  
Featuring a hilarious professional circus shows to enthrall the whole fami-
ly, circus workshops for everyone and inspiring student shows.   
1 June - 8 June | All ages 
Swing into action with circus this Winter. 
Tickets at www.burrinja.org.au | 9754 8723 | Tues - Sun 10am - 4pm 
 
We're Going on a Bear Hunt  
Pack your Picnic for the most delightful and famous bear seeking adven-
ture of all times. 
Mon 3 July 3pm & 6:30pm, Tues 4 July 10am | Ages 6 - 8 
Tickets at www.burrinja.org.au | 9754 8723 | Tues - Sun 10am - 4pm 
 
Roald Dahl's The Witches 
For lovers of books and the Roald Dahl's wonderful tales. 
Think you can outwit a witch and outrun a mouse? Then grab a seat in the 
front row for The Witches, bursting onto the Burrinja stage as a mind-
boggling and madcap one-man show. 
Sat 15 July 11am & 2pm | Ages 6 + 
Tickets at www.burrinja.org.au | 9754 8723 | Tues - Sun 10am - 4pm 
 
Burrinja Kids Stay and Play - free family activities by local artist Renate 
Crow 
You are invited to look at some shapes we make with our bodies.  Look at 
the patterns our skin and bodies leave. Where are they from? See if you 
can find the belly button... Leave a trace your hand on the community 
canvas!  
Visit Tues - Sun 10am - 4pm | All ages 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, Corner Glenfern Road & Matson Drive, Upwey  
9754 8723 | marketing@burrinja.org.au | burrinja.org.au  

Tecoma Uniting Church  
1566 Burwood Highway, Tecoma 
Messy church (last Sunday of every month) 

Activity-based, crafty, children friendly services 

This Sunday’s theme is Diversity in Unity. 

10:00  am 

All welcome 

mailto:selbynetball@hotmail.com
http://burrinja.org.au/component/content/article/26-art/past-exhibitions-stories/1023circus-festival-2017-pagee
http://www.burrinja.org.au
http://www.burrinja.org.au/burrinja-whats-on/whats-new-theatre#bear
http://www.burrinja.org.au
http://www.burrinja.org.au/burrinja-whats-on/whats-new-theatre#witches
http://www.burrinja.org.au
http://www.burrinja.org.au/burrinja-whats-on/whats-on-art#stayandplay
mailto:marketing@burrinja.org.au
http://www.burrinja.org.au


 


