25th & 26th: Student led Conferences (parent-teacher interviews)
27th: JMSS Science
29th: Last day of Term 2—
2:00pm assembly
2.30pm dismissal
July
23rd: School Council
28th: Trivia Night
30th: Curriculum Day
31st: ICAS English
August
1st: House Athletics Yr 3-6
1st: VSSS Choir Excursion
7th: VSSS Dance Excursion
8th: Yr 6 Speechmasters Evening
13th: School Council
14th: ICAS Math
15th: Prep– Como House Excursion
20th: Yr 5-6 Camp Info Evening
22nd: VSSS Choir Excursion
24th: Book Week Dress Up
27th: 2019 Prep info evening
30th: Fathers Day Stall
31st: Fathers Day morning
September
10th: School Council
13th: SSS Rehearsal—City
14th: SSS Rehearsal—City
15th: SSS Performances
21st: Last Day T3-2.30pm dismissal
October
8th: Curriculum Day
25th: Japanese Day
29th: Level 5/6 Camp—
Campaspe Downs
30th: Level 5/6 Camp—
Campaspe Downs
31st: Level 5/6 Camp—
Campaspe Downs
November
1st: Level 5/6 Camp—Campaspe
Downs
9th: Shindig
14th: Level 3/4 Camp—CYC City
Camp
15th: Level 3/4 Camp—CYC City
Camp
16th: Level 3/4 Camp—CYC City
Camp
*Note: The dates listed above
are a summary and do not list
all school events. Further
events will be published at the
beginning of Term Three.

Learning
Enrichment
Schedule
Pictured above:
Students investigating how to build solar powered lights, as part of our school’s
upcoming partnership with the Reach 4 Your Future Foundation.

Programs available during
Term Two are so extensive
that we have run out of room
to print them here!

As we enter the final week of Term Two, we are provided with the
chance to celebrate and acknowledge the amazing learning of our
students.

For details, visit our new
Learning Community Wall
outside of the school office,

This edition of the newsletter has been published today, so that
our community have the chance to view snippets of the high level
of scientific inquiry learning which has been occurring throughout our school.

or visit our updated School
Website link @

Student Led Conferences
Tonight and tomorrow night, our students have the opportunity to
celebrate their learning achievements with their parents and
teachers. As you would be aware from recent correspondence,
the aim of these meetings is to discuss portfolio items, and to set
future learning goals.
School Council NEEDS YOU… to tell us about Home Learning!!!
As a School Council, we have recently examined the role that
families and the school play in promoting education. In our last
newsletter we asked families to refer to the DET guidelines about
Home Learning, and now we need you!!!

http://
www.upweysthps.vic.edu.au
/extra-curricular-programs/

OSHC Hours
Before School Care
7:00am - 9:00am
After School Care
3:30pm - 6:30pm
Holiday Program
7:00am - 6:30pm
www.extend.com.au

All families are requested to log onto the following link:

USPS Home Learning Survey
The more families that respond to our survey, the more valid results we will have. The survey link is now live and will remain
open until 4:00pm Friday 20th July, 2018.
The information gathered will help to inform our school’s future
Home Learning Policy.
End of Term Assembly
This Friday 29th June is the final day of Term Two. We will be
holding an end of term assembly at 2:00pm, with the choir performing and Principal Learning Awards to be presented.

91 Morris Rd Upwey VIC 3158
Phone: (03) 9757 0200
Fax: (03) 9757 0299
upwey.south.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.upweysthps.vic.edu.au
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Do you have a younger sibling who will be starting
school in 2019?
Are you a new family to our school, and would like to
join for 2019?
Do you have friends, neighbours or extended family
who may like to enrol for 2019?
If so, please click on the image to the left (hyperlinked) to download a PDF enrolment form. Further
forms will also be required to complete your enrolment which are available from the office.

Alternatively, please visit our school website or
contact the main office during school hours.
Dates of 2019 Transition sessions are listed in the
graphic below.

2019 Foundation
Transition
Information
available via
Flexibuzz and on
our school
website.
Click on link to
access.

To access up-to-date information for 2019
beginning students, join the communication box titled 2019 Foundation Transition.
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In recent weeks, a number of students
across our school have been engaging in
Robotics.
As a school, we are now providing our students with the opportunity to engage in a
sequence of robotics, coding and programming.
The following resources will be in use
across our school:
Beebots, Dash and Dot robots, Mover Kits,
EV3 Mindstorm Lego.
Pictured: Alice, Sarah and Alina have been independently developing their mentoring skills ready for
Term Three.

Whilst developing her skills as a robotics mentor, Alice recorded the following observations, and titled her piece “Dash and Dot Robots: What I Have Learnt”:
What surprised me: I was surprised when I opened the box, I had seen a picture of the robots and
thought that they would be tiny… but it turns out that they are not!
The eye pattern: You can hold and drag to turn on and off the lights, without having to click them individually.
Symbols: > means “more than” and < means “less than”.
Puzzles: There are lots of puzzle challenges to try out. They helped me to learn more about programming the robots. Some of the puzzles had three stpes and some even had ten!
What can you do? When learning with the Dash and Dot robots, you can do as much programming as
you want. I can’t wait to help my class learn all about them in Term Three!
What did I like? I really liked the robot’s personalities. The happy dance that I programmed was very
funny!

Check out these amazing photos from our concert, held on Thurs’ 21st
June.
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We had our final school council meeting for the term last week, and had some really interesting discussions around the future development of the school.
Mel Rowe presented some of the newly developed multi disciplinary units which will form the basis of future teaching. I’m really looking
forward to the teaching staff introducing these and seeing how the students take on the challenges of having topics of inquiry that spread
across Maths, English, Science and all the other aspects of the term’s learning.
As well, we discussed our planning for future class numbers as we start accepting enrolments for next year. There will be some logistics
to juggle, but having a growing school is a positive thing, as extra student numbers gives us a larger budget to work with. I think it reflects
well on the leadership team at the school that the positive signs we’re seeing within the school are also being heard outside our school,
and that’s attracting more students.
We also asked all the parents on council what they bring to the school and also what they would like their legacy to be when they leave.
We have a fantastic group of parents involved this year and lots of experience in a wide range of backgrounds, and everyone is keen to be
involved. Some common themes were the idea of continuity in that we pass on the experience and knowledge we pick up to the next
generation of council members, and communication of what we’re doing, and helping staff and teachers with communicating what
they’re doing in the best way.
We briefly discussed the process for the review which starts in earnest next term. There’s going to be a lot happening later this year as
we build up our annual school plan, and lots of involvement here from both the council and the wider community.
Finally I’d like to congratulate Damien on completing a full year as Principal. He’s certainly been a huge positive for the school, and I’ve
had some awesome feedback from other parents on his influence on the school to date. And I’m sure there’s lots more to come.
Thanks,
Nick Orr
School Council President
School Council would like to acknowledge and thank our amazing community for organising to paint the student
toilets in both the breezeway and the senior building. Last Saturday and Sunday, a number of families worked tirelessly painting, scraping, filling and cleaning our facilities.
This is the first stage in our toilet beautification project, with future stages involving student-inspired murals on the
walls and toilet doors. If you would like to be involved in the next stages of this project, please speak with a member of School Council.
Thank you to the following families:
- Reed (FR) Aria (34H) and Kye (56C)
- Angus (FP) and Ethan (12D)

- Alex (FR) and Jack (12D)
- Mikayla (FR) and Taya (2H)
- Ellouise (2H)

- Noah (FR)
- Niam (12D)
- Tess (12D)
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This morning was sooooo good! You and the other
teachers have done such an
awesome job this Semester
teaching the kids to understand
what science is all about and
that it is cool fun.
Thank you so much!
And well done!
Sent a few pics to my friend who is an actual scientist
and he was thrilled, particularly seeing how equally
excited were both the girls and boys.
Parent feedback via SMS.
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Throughout Term Two, four students have been attending John
Monash Science School, each fortnight. At these sessions, they
have explored areas of science to spark their interest in further
STEM studies. Below are some comments from our participants:
“After going to John Monash Science School I now know that stick insects don’t fall oﬀ leaves by grabbing onto the leaves with their claws.
At JMSS, I got excited when we looked at magic sand through the microscopes and saw a waxy coating over it.
I now want to investigate more about how a plane ﬂies and what parts
of the plane changes that.”- Sola
“Before I went to JMSS I didn't know anything about nanotechnology,
and now I know all the details. My trip sparked my curiosity by understanding all the experiments we had do to prove that our hypothesis
may be correct. After going to JMSS, I am excited to investigate more
about Palaeontology (Dinosaur Fossils).”- Ella
“JMSS has been a great experience. From learning about the anatomy
of a stick insect, to getting to learn a little more about each other’s favourite subjects in science. It has been a lot of fun and I have enjoyed
having a few laughs with Saorla, Ella and Sola. I can’t wait for the
science festival in a couple of months. JMSS has been amazing and I
would suggest it to anyone who has an open mind and the will to
learn more about science.”
- Charlie
“I had a lot of fun at John Monash Science School, I enjoyed it very
much and I wish it could have gone forever. I had fun with my friends
learning about nanotechnology and biology. I am very excited about
entering the JMSS science fair in October.”- Saorla
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On Tuesday the 19th of June, Upwey South PS was again well
represented with seven students qualifying to represent the Outer
East Region at the Divisional Cross Country, held at Yarra Valley
Racecourse in Yarra Glen. This is an amazing effort, as the next
level of competition is the Victorian State Championships!!!
All students ran very well in a very strong competition and
weather was perfect for the day! The representatives on the day
were:
Ella (56C), Harrison (56M), Charlotte (56C), James (56M), Tyler
(34M), Sam (34H), Lachlan (34H)
Pictured: members of our Running Club, who train each
Thursday morning at 8:00am

I would like to personally thank all of our students involved in
the Running Club, for living our school value of Resilience. They
have worked tirelessly to better themselves in the cross country
carnivals over the course of the semester. Having 11 students
qualify for regional finals is the most Upwey South PS has had
for a number of years!
A big thank you to Kellie MacKnamara and all of our parents
who gave up their time to support, and drive the students to and
from the various cross
country carnivals.

Yours in sport,
Jason Webb
PE/Sport Coordinator
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Student

Class

Positive Learning Behaviour

Franklin L
Eden M
Anna C

FP
FR
1A

Rocky T
Teagen
Penny K
Charlie S
Lily P
Saorla L
Dakota R
Will M
Lila T

1/2D
3/4H
3/4M
3/4P
5/6C
5/6M
5/6P
1A-Sport
5/6P-Japanese

The hard work he has put into improving his writing
Making fantastic progress in learning her sight words
The attention to detail she applies to all tasks. Anna uses her artistic flair to complete her
work
Working hard to complete all class tasks with resilience and purpose
Being an enthusiastic and dedicated learner who is no afraid of a challenge
Continuing show a positive attitude towards her learning
Demonstrating respectful attitudes at all times
Putting in an incredible amount of effort to improve her literacy skills
Excellent presentation of home learning tasks and interest in poetry
Always being a kind and helpful student in our classroom
Displaying excellent skills and leadership in Physical Education
Has been a self-motivated learner who uses her time constructively. She strives to
complete tasks in time

Pictured above:
Anthony and Archie, living our school value of Responsibility.

Pictured above:
Tess and Emily, living our school value of Respect

These two superstars, volunteered to their time to clean up rubbish
which was surrounding our school along the Riley Road fenceline.

Following our recent interschool netball matches, the girls and their
family wanted to acknowledge the efforts of our amazing netball
team, through donating new bibs! Thank you girls!!!

Well done boys! We are all very proud of you!
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Alina G, Lianna M, James M, Ethan C, Bailey H, Baxter P, Hayden M & Angie P
Is it your birthday?
With parent permission, students may wear casual clothing to school to make their birthday even more special.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is held in the Sapling end of Forest Oak every Thursday
from 8.30am.
We thank all the volunteers who help on Thursday mornings.
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Can you find the
solution on another
page!!!

Open every Thursday 3 – 4 pm , behind the main office next to the staff room
*Cheap *Convenient *Environmentally Friendly*
All Logo item $2 All non-logo items $1
Come and check it out!
Donations of old uniforms gratefully received and can be dropped off at the office at any time �

Fresh Fruit Fridays
We value the support of our local community store!
Each class will receive a platter of cut up fruit.
If any parents could volunteer their time to cut up and distribute the fruit each Friday morning
from 8.50am it would be greatly appreciated.
You must sign in at the office and have a current Working with Children check.
All fruit is donated by our local IGA in Upwey, we thank them for their continued generosity.

Lost Property is held in the school office.
Please ensure you name all items your child brings to school.
Any named items are returned back to the classroom.
Now is also a great time to check your child’s clothing to ensure they have
their own items.
Thank-you for your assistance.
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Local Author writes for
KidSpot Online
“Help! My Child is playing alone!”
We are very proud to have a published author as part of
our school community!
Kylie Orr, has recently worked with one of our parent educators, Diana Sutterby, to write an article for Kidspot
online.
This article is available for by clicking here.

OnPsych School Psychology Services
Do you find that your child is displaying emotional or behavioural issues? OnPsych are a team of fully
qualified and registered psychologists who specialise in child and adolescent services working in primary and
secondary schools in both individual and group settings. Services are performed at NO COST to the school,
student or parent through Medicare bulk billing.
We are now lucky to have an OnPsych staff member at Upwey South Primary School, Lily.
Who is Lily?
Lily is a passionate psychologist who works with both children and adolescents who are experiencing a range
of psychological issues such as anxiety and mood disorders, Autism Spectrum Disorders, interpersonal, learning and behavioural disorders, exam stress, self harming and adjustment difficulties (social & situational).
Lily employs psychological techniques such as Cognitive Behavioural Therapy, client-centred and solutionfocused therapy with psycho-education. Lily firmly believes that a collaborative approach will produce the
most successful outcomes for a child. If you believe that this might benefit you child, please contact your
child’s classroom teacher for further instructions.
If you would like any further clarifications about the onPsych service, please call us at 1300 659 350.
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